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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE 
Bridge Publications is the committee which produces the Bridge Magazine for the 
communities of Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick, Pamphill and Cowgrove. 
It is financially independent of these communities: its revenue comes from 
advertising fees and fundraising activities.  Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our 
Editor is Tony Cross, our Deputy Editor is Sally Plowright and our Advertising 
Manager is Liz York. 

Articles: 
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the 
parishes.  Please email your article, which should be prepared on A5 size pages, in 
MS Word (.doc or .docx), or it can  be a .jpg file or .pdf file, to both the 
Editor at tcenator@gmail.com and the Deputy Editor at 
bridgemagazinedorset@gmail.com 
You will receive a reply.  If you do not receive a reply, please make enquiries.  
If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to Court House, 
Cowgrove, BH21 4EL, making it clear on the envelope that this is for the Editor of 
The Bridge. 

The deadline for articles for the next issue is the 15th of the month so that 
the finished magazine can be sent to our printers on the 17th or 18th. 

Advertisements: 
Our advertising fees are as shown on page 3.  If you would like to place a 
commercial advertisement then please submit it by email to 
bridgeadvertising@outlook.com  
Please do not send any advertisements directly to the Editor. 
If you need help with producing your advert you may contact Liz by post at  
7 Parkelea, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DG (marking the envelope Bridge 
Advertising) or by phone at 01258 857528.  We will then be in touch.  Please call 
01258 857528 if you do not get an acknowledgement, and ask for Liz.  This is the 
number for all advertising enquiries. 

The deadline for adverts to Liz for the next issue is the 12th of the month. 

Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be inserted in The Bridge for £20.   
Please provide 300 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles of 25, folded 
to A5 size if larger, to tbc, between the 27th and 28th of the month.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you follow up any advertisement could you please mention 
that you saw it in The Bridge 

 

 
 

The Bridge is printed by  
CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel: 01202 739993. 
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From Bridge Publications  
(The Committee that produces this Magazine) 

Our only source of income is advertising and sponsorship.  If you run a small 
business in the village why not consider advertising with us which could, not 
only, bring you customers but also demonstrate your support for the 
community.  

If you enjoy reading The Bridge and would like to support us with a monthly 
donation, the amount would be up to you, our bank details are below. In order 
that we can keep a record we would be grateful if you could send an email 
confirming your action to ebarryjohnson@aol.com. 

Bank Details: Bridge Publications – Sort Code 209696 - Account 00026530 

Thank you for your support. 

Barry Johnson - on behalf of the Bridge Committee 

********************************************************************************** 

The Bridge Magazine – Collection Points 

Sturminster Marshall: 
Premier, Spar, The Red Lion, St. Mary’s Church, Memorial Hall, Vines Close. 

Shapwick: 
St. Bartholomew’s Church, The Anchor. 

Pamphill and Cowgrove: 
St. Stephen’s Church, Pamphill Dairy. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Bridge magazine advertising fees 
  

 Duration       full page       1/2 page        1/4 page     1/8 page 
12 months     £220    £120    £65   £35 
  6 months    £120     £65    £35   £30 
  3 months      £60     £30    £20   £15 
  1 month      £20     £15 
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From The Church 
Dear All, 

Relax – it’s August! 

A friend pointed out earlier today that school uniforms are being advertised 
already.  Why is that relevant; I’m writing this letter on 14th July, schools have 
yet to break up and parents and children are already being pushed into planning 
for the start of the next term.  Whatever happened to enjoying the school 
summer holidays.  SLOW DOWN! 

We urgently need to stop imagining everything is so urgent. 

The problem is most of us are living lives at break-neck speed. Busy lives – work, 
family, friends, endless tasks – leave us with little time to sleep, let alone to stop 
and reflect! 

When was the last time you had a real day off?  Ditched the ‘to do’ lists. 
Switched off the phone.  Had a lie-in.  Sat in the bath until the water went cold? 

A recent survey announced this grim statistic; that as well as working longer 
hours than we used to 30 years ago, people sleep on average, two hours less per 
night.  All the gizmos and gadgets that were supposed to have saved us time have 
only succeeded in raising expectations about how quickly people should respond 
and about how much more we should pack into each day.  Whereas perhaps if 
you stop, and if you rest, and if you dream, all sorts of other things come to 
mind. 

 “You have to allow yourself a certain amount of time in which you are doing 
nothing in order to have things occur to you, to let your mind think.” Mortimer 
Adler. 

Surely, we do not have to sign up to the busyness agenda, what would happen if 
we just stopped for a little while, maybe we should give it a go?!  Perhaps it’s 
time to be counter cultural and to slow down?  Why not give it a try. 

Maybe we should take the opportunity to just relax this August, after all it’s a 
holiday month!  Whatever you are doing during August, I hope it’s a good month 
for you. 

With every blessing, 

Jane (Vicar of the Red Post Churches) 
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St. Mary’s Church, 100 Club Lottery 
 

July Draw 

 Main draw 

£50   21  Debi Peacock 

£30  65  Janet Williams 

£20 103 Heather and Derek Shearman 

Congratulations to this month’s winners.  Over 100 NUMBERS have been 
sold, so BONUS draws will be made from September. 

If you would like to support St Mary’s Church, please join the 100 Club 
lottery, by contacting one of the committee listed below.  NUMBERS cost 
just £2 per month. 

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall. (Tel: 01258 857076) 
Karen Royles: Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall. (Tel:07761867738) 
Sonia Cade: Bailie View, 24 Dullar Lane, Sturminster Marshall (07717614270) 

 

 
 

 
 

This magazine accepts no responsibility for the products and 
services advertised. 

All adverts are accepted and published in good faith. 

Payments made by advertisers contribute to the cost of 
publishing this magazine. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Hannah's Cleaning 
Services 

Reliable house cleaning 
services. 

DBS checked and fully 
Insured. 

Please contact me for more 
information on 07712 288880. 
 



8 

Tivoli Theatre 
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566  www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk 

AUGUST FILMS 

4th   Chicken Town         7.30pm. 

8th   Jurassic World: Rebirth      7.30pm. 

15th   Superman (12A)        7.30pm. 

AUGUST SHOWS 

1st    Barry Steele: The Roy Orbison Story 2025   7.30pm, £28.50. 

2nd    Sexbomb: Celebrating the music of Tom Jones  7.30pm, £29. 

29th   Pop Gods of the 80s & 90s:         7.30pm, £28. 
     The Ultimate Tribute Show. 

30th   The Bohemians: Queen’s Greatest Hits    7.30pm, £25.50. 

Did you know . . . ? 

The building we now know 

as the Tivoli Theatre was 

formerly a large Georgian 

House: ‘Borough House’.  

It had a large garden, 

which fortunately meant 

that the house could be 

extended to create a large 

auditorium.  Sadly, it did 

involve the felling of a 400-

year old cedar tree, 

located where the current stage is, but great care was taken to retain the 

Georgian frontage of the main building that we see today. 
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How has planning changed since the last draft Local 
Plan fell upon Sturminster Marshall in 2021? 

 

With a new 15-year Dorset-wide Local Plan being drafted, and a consultation 

coming this August, I thought it timely to think about how planning has changed 

since the last consultation in 2021.  Note that this is not about the 

Neighbourhood Plan agreed last year. 

Much more land is said to be needed now  The Government has 

introduced a new compulsory housing target for Dorset, rising from 1,793 

annually in the last draft Plan to 3,246 new homes each year now. 

Grey Belt rather than Green  The protection of the land surrounding the 

Village under Green Belt policy has reduced.  To qualify for protection land must 

now contribute strongly to at least one of three Green Belt purposes: 
 

 preventing the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas 

 preventing neighbouring towns from merging 

 preserving the setting and special character of historic towns. 
 

Villages play no role in these particular purposes, so all the land surrounding 

Sturminster Marshall can be considered now by developers to be Grey Belt 

rather than Green Belt.  Until recently Green Belt policy meant that 

development surrounding the Village was deemed to be inappropriate: this is no 

longer true. 
 

There are policy caveats though.  High quality agricultural land is still valued; and 

existing sports and recreational land should not be built on unless surplus to 

requirements or being replaced by at least equivalent provision.  Policy affects 

development in other ways too: 
 

Golden Rules  Land taken out of the Green/Grey Belt must be developed 

according to the so-called Golden Rules.  These require as much as 50% of the 

homes to be affordable (although developers often argue back that such a high 

ratio is not viable financially for them).  Such development must also improve 

infrastructure and public access to green space. 
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Sustainable  Developments must still be in sustainable locations.  Significant 

development should be focused on locations where there is a limited need to 

travel and a genuine choice of transport modes.  A larger town like Dorchester 

offers most services and facilities within walking or cycling distance, and people 

there can use buses and trains as well as cars.  Sturminster Marshall is 

categorically different.  We are fortunate to have shops, a pharmacy, a first 

school, a limited bus service and a pub, but we have to travel by car to access 

health services, supermarkets and the rest.  In terms of being a sustainable 

location we are more sustainable than, say, Shapwick, but much less than 

Dorchester. 
 

Character  Development should respect and maintain the prevailing character 

of each area.  This is nebulous, but it’s clear to me that Sturminster Marshall has 

a characteristic mix of people and institutions, old and new homes, and 

businesses that work well.  There are a greater proportion of people of working 

age here than in Dorset as a whole, and slightly more young people too.  The 

Village would benefit from a steady flow of new homes, especially homes that 

would be affordable to local young people and key workers – research for the 

Neighbourhood Plan arrived at a suggested figure of 10 new homes per year.  

However, the last draft Local Plan proposed building nearly 500 new homes in 

the Village over 17 years – nearer 30 per year – and many Villagers thought that 

excessive in their replies to Dorset Council’s consultation.  
 

Another consultation  Dorset Council has resurrected the bones of the 

2021 draft Local Plan and is putting out another consultation this August. 

Probably we will be asked again what we think about proposed developments 

surrounding the Village.  Last time a small group of villagers organised a simple 

on-line survey of opinions about the sites proposed.  That resulted in an emailing 

list to spread information and the formation of a loose unincorporated 

association called “Just a Good Village”.  If you would like to join the email list 

just let us know via: 

Mike Allen         just.a.good.village@gmail.com 
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MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE 
 

Founded 1988 
 

 

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position of 
responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-appointed 
Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first 
Wednesday of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers, 
who cover a full and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club holds 
social functions and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives and 
partners, throughout the year. 

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome 
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact 
John Lewis on 01929 459357 or by email at dilyn76@hotmail.com 
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Coffee and Cake 
in St Bartholomew’s Church, Shapwick 

 
 

On the 2nd Monday of every 
month, 10.00am till 12 noon 

 
See you on 
Monday 11th August! 

 
 
 
A warm welcome awaits you all! 
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www.mackrellcharity.org.uk 

  

 

Discovery Café- 2.30pm on first Saturdays of the month, season 

begins in September.  Topics for the autumn include 

beekeeping and the early British pop industry. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Social lunch  

We’re taking a break in August. 

Next lunch date: Wednesday, 10
th

 September 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

There is no Play reading during August 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Bridge group continues on Thursday mornings at 10am 

for more info contact Katy Norman on 01258 857081  

or katy.norman1@btinternet.com 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

See our website and separate posters in the Bridge  

for details of all our activities. 

The Mackrell Charity 

at The Old School  

August 2025 Activities 
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Morshead Trophy Award 2025 

Sturminster Marshall the Historic Church Fundraiser of the Year 

Dorset Historic Churches Trust is delighted to award the Morshead Trophy for the 
best fundraising parish of the year to St Mary, Sturminster Marshall.  They raised 
nearly £5,000 in the Ride+Stride sponsored event in 2024 – an amazing result from a 
village of about two thousand inhabitants. 

David Grant, the Chair of the Trust, 
presented the trophy to the church’s 
Treasurer, Edward Warren, at a gathering 
in The Old School attended by a large 
number of supporters including the vicar, 
Revd Jane Williams.  David said that 
Sturminster Marshall were very worthy 
winners of the Trophy and had made a 
significant contribution to the total raised 
across 132 participating parishes in 
Dorset of over £104,000. 

Mr Warren thanked the Trust for this 
award and emphasised that it rewarded a 

large number of people who staffed the church on Ride+Stride day, made 
refreshments for participants and supported riders and striders, as well as actually 
raising sponsorship themselves. 

The cash raised is used to make grants to churches in Dorset which are in need of 
repair – mainly to roofs and walls to keep out the rain.  50% of the money raised by 
each parish is returned direct to them, but the Trust has still made grants of £1.16 
million in the last 10 years.  These can be decisive in funding repairs, as each church 
has to find the money itself to carry out increasingly expensive restoration work. 

Parishioners had prepared very generous and tasty refreshments for the event, 
which together with a sunny evening made a happy celebration of the presentation.  

The Ride+Stride 2025 will take place on September 13th.  To get involved 
seek out your local rep or visit dhct.org.uk and follow the links to 
Ride+Stride. 
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If British Summer Time and warmer days mean you will be visiting one of Dorset 
and Wiltshire’s local heathlands or outdoors spaces to enjoy the wildlife and 
wilderness, please take a picnic.  

Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service (DWFRS) is encouraging residents 
and visitors to bring a picnic and not a barbecue when out and about. Warmer 
and breezy weather increases the risk of accidental or deliberate fires in our 
open spaces. 

A wildfire can move at speeds faster than an Olympic sprinter, so we are asking 
everyone to follow some simple steps: 

 If you are enjoying our open spaces when a fire occurs, get to a safe place 
and call the fire service on 999 immediately, with as much information as 
possible. 

 Consider downloading and using What3Words to identify your exact 
location. 

 You can also help by reporting any anti-social behaviour on our heaths and 
open spaces to the Police on 101.  

Landowners and land managers are also advised, where possible, to be prepared 
for fires and ensure that fire breaks are cut and well maintained with any cut 
grasses and vegetation removed from the site.  

For more information on heath fires and countryside safety, please visit our 
website Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Service | Heath fires and countryside safety 



22 

 



23 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Scott’s Private Hire 
 

NEED A LIFT? 
 

AIRPORT – DOCKS –VISITING FAMILY 

 
DOCTORS – HOSPITAL – SHOPPING 

 

NEAR OR FAR, FRIENDLY RELIABLE 
COMPETITIVE SERVICE 

CALL US FOR A QUOTATION.  LADY DRIVER AVAILABLE. 
 

Tel: 01258 858072 or 07886 825446 
scottsprivatehire@gmail.com 

 

Licensed by East Dorset District Council 
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Saint Bartholomew’s Shapwick 
Riverside Teas 

Sunday 24
th

 August 
2.30pm to 5.00pm 

 
There will be a short Informal Service to 

celebrate St Bartholomew at 5.00pm 
All are welcome to join us 

 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
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Social Lunch Club 

Old School Hall, Sturminster Marshall 

 Sponsored by the Mackrell Charity (Reg. Charity 306275) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE TAKING A BREAK IN AUGUST 
 

Wednesday 10th September 2025 
at midday 

 

The Lunch Club is open to all those over 50 who live in the area. 

Come and join a lively group of people – meet old acquaintances and 
make some new friends – we look forward to seeing you. 

Call Heather (01258 857823) or Gladys (01258 858135) if you have any 
questions or need transport to get to and from the Old School. 

 
 

 

 

MOBILE 

HAIRDRESSER 

 

Reliable Professional 

 

30+ Years’ Experience 

 

Daytime & Evening 

Appointments in the 

comfort of your own 

home 

 

Telephone: Sarah 

01258 451386  
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Thanks from all the team. 



27 

Kingston Lacy Estate News 

The hot, dry weather has been challenging gardeners and rangers across 
Kingston Lacy.  On property, the garden team have been laying plans for climate 
change for some years; planting has changed to focus more on wildflowers and 
less on formal bedding, with areas left unmown and a lot of mulching on borders 
throughout the year to conserve moisture in the ground. 

Out on the estate, grazing plans are being kept flexible to ensure the right 
number of animals on the right areas of land – you’ll see sheep up at Badbury 
Rings in August, but this year there are no plans to move cattle on to the site. 

At property, all staff are gearing up for 
the main summer event, this year 
happening in the Kitchen Garden.  
There’s a whole fiesta of fun, with lots 
of different play equipment free to use 
(normal admission applies) for as long 
as you like, and a calendar of different 
pop up events throughout July and 
August.  There are craft activities, 
dance parties, yoga classes, circus 
workshops with Jamie Jigsaw and 
bubble play with Squidge and Pop, not 
to mention activities with the garden 
and ranger teams such as seed planting 

and nature walks. 

You can find all the different events listed on the website 
(www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kingston-lacy), so grab your sun hat, phone a 
friend and come along to enjoy the summer. 

Looking ahead to the autumn, we’ll be hosting a wonderful new exhibition called 
Meet Rembrandt, with a self-portrait that normally lives at Buckland Abbey on 
display here at Kingston Lacy.  There’ll be lots more to come on this, which will 
be tapping into a current trend at museums and galleries for “slow looking”, 
which encourages visitors to take more time over individual works of art. 

And finally – yes, it’s early but the bookings have opened for Storytelling with 
Santa, the popular December event for children at Kingston Lacy.  It might seem 
too early, but it gives families the chance to spread the cost of what is often a 
very expensive time of year. 
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Church Services for August 

Sunday 3rd: Trinity 7 
9.15pm  Sung Eucharist with choir at St. Mary’s, Stur. Marshall 
 

Sunday 10th: Trinity 8 
9.15am  Holy Communion at St. Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy 
9.15am  Sung Eucharist at St. Mary’s, Stur Marshall 
11.00am  Morning Prayer at Morden 
 
Sunday 17th: Trinity 9 
9.15am  Holy Communion at St. Bartholomew’s, Shapwick 
9.15am  Cafe Church at St. Mary’s, Stur Marshall 
11.00am  Holy Communion at Almer 
 

Sunday 24th: Trinity 10 
9.15am  Family Communion at St. Mary’s, Stur Marshall 
9.15am  Family Service at St. Stephen’s, Kingston Lacy 
 

Sunday 31st: Trinity 11 
11.00am  Benefice Holy Communion at W Kingston 
 

Weekday Services 
Wednesdays at 9am Holy Communion at St. Mary’s, Stur Marshall 
Wednesdays at 11am Midweek Communion, Wimborne Minster 
 

Zoom Services at Red Post 
If you would like to join an online Red Post service via Zoom, please email:  
redpostbenefice@outlook.com for details 
 

Zoom Services at Wimborne Minster  

Meeting Number Zoom ID: 883 2976 1518 
Monday to Friday        8.30am   Morning Prayer 
       “      “   “         5.00pm    Evening Prayer  
If you would like to join an online Minster service via Zoom, please 
contact Judith Lane at: villageadmin@wimborneminster.org.uk 
 
All services and times are correct at date of going to press. 
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NOTICES 
 

 

Coffee and Cake 
in St Bartholomew’s Church, Shapwick 

 
 

On the 2nd Monday of every 
month, 10.00am till 12 noon 

 
See you on 
Monday 11th August! 

 
 
 
A warm welcome awaits you all! 
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A. White 

Painter & Decorator 
Excellent professional service 

 33 years experience 

 Interior & exterior decorating 

 No job too small 

 Very reliable service 

 Top standard of workmanship 

 Fully insured 

Call Adrian on: 

Tel: 01258 268735 

Mob: 07718 370024 
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English Usage by Michael Evans 

“The English language does not exist.  It is badly pronounced French” * 

That’s the title of a book by Bernard Cerquiglini, professor of the universities of 
Paris, Brussels and Baton Rouge, and director of the National Institute of the 
French Language. 

This book claims that English is only a version of French, developed from 1066 
onwards.  It neglects other sources such as Latin, Anglo-Saxon and the languages 
of India and other civilisations.  The book also suggests that French is perfect and 
did not develop in ways similar to all languages. 

Is Professor Cerquiglini being serious, or does he have tongue in cheek?  We 
could use his research to show that French could also be called badly 
pronounced Latin, Greek, Italian Dutch and West Germanic words.  I find his 
book quite hilarious.  He wanted to send a copy to King Charles, but I don’t 
know if he has. 

* ISBN 978 2 07 305661 0 

(To see media comment, visit http://bit.ly/4npsi5X) 

Last month’s anagrams  

PRE-DIVERCE - overpriced 
CURIOUS NEED – in due course 

This month’s anagrams (two foreign states) 

A GREAT INN 
PIG REASON 
 
 

 

 
Sturminster Marshall Gardening Club 

Programme 2025 
 

August                    No Meeting 

 

Talks take place in the Old School, Church Street, Sturminster 
Marshall and begin at 7.30pm.        Visitors welcome. 
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Picnic time! 

The warm weather makes us all want to eat outside and many families 

head for the beach with their picnic. Once reserved for wealthy land-

owners to enjoy on their estates, the Victorians revolutionised the 

phenomenon of outdoor dining, bringing the picnic to the masses and 

paving the way for every family to enjoy taking their meals outside. 

And the Victorians certainly knew how 

to picnic. Meat and fish played a large 

part in the Victorian picnic. In fact, for a 

party of 40 people, Mrs Beeton 

recommends "a joint of cold roast beef, 

a joint of cold boiled beef, 2 ribs of 

lamb, 2 shoulders of lamb, 4 roast fowls, 

2 roast ducks, 1 ham, 1 tongue" and 

more. Also on the menu would be fresh 

pies, perhaps veal or pigeon. 

Far from dainty triangular affairs, sandwiches were intended to satisfy 

even the hungriest of children. A picnic sandwich for most families would 

be a substantial pairing of thick-cut whole wheat bread with fillings of 

salted meat and salad such as cress, lettuce or celery. Cheese was also a 

popular filling, often grated and mixed with cream or chopped nuts. The 

sandwich was a wholesome feast. 

No proper Victorian picnic was complete without a few sweet treats and 

desserts thrown in for good measure. Baskets would often be filled to the 

brim with fruit turnovers, cheesecakes, 'cabinet' or sweet steamed 

puddings, blancmanges and jam puffs. 

Thirsts also need quenching on a hot summer's day, and Mrs Beeton tells 

us that "bottles of ale, ginger-beer, soda-water, and lemonade" were 

regular fare. Also suggested are sherry, and brandy for the grown-ups, not 

to mention plenty of tea. 

Think of the Victorians as you dust off the sand from your sandwich and 

rummage through the cool bag for a can of pop. 
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH  JOTTINGS 

www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk 

Just a gentle reminder, as usual there will be no Parish Council Meeting in August, 
the next meeting will be held on Thursday 4th September. 
 
I really hope you have all been coping with this hot weather, keeping hydrated 
and using sun protection if you have been outside.  From what I have heard on 
the local news, hotter summers and not so cold winters are going to be the 
normal from now on, so we all need to take care of ourselves and our pets. 
 
I have written about this many times, but this is very worrying, sadly people 
appear to be taking dogs into the Play Area, this is forbidden under the Parish 
Bylaws.  It is a danger to the health of the families that use this vital community 
asset.  Please do not do this, and please pick up after your dog when you are out 
walking them in the Parish.  If this situation does not improve, we will look to 
employ the Dog Warden to try and assist with this issue, and this will have to be 
funded from Parish Council funds. 
 
The Dorset Council Local Plan and Transport Plan will be released finally this 
month.  The Consultation will run from the 18th August to 13th October 2025.  It 
is vital to the future of this community that you take the time to read these 
important documents and pass on any comments.  There will be a link on the 
Parish Council web page and on Social Media.  Dorset Council would prefer you 
to send any comments back on line, but if you do not have access on line, send 
them by post.  Drop in sessions will be held at various venues, these will be 
advertised in the press and online. 
 
Out walking this morning, I noticed a lot of long brambles hanging out of peoples 
hedges along the edge of the pavements and roads.  Please trim these so that 
people can keep safe when walking and not have to go out into the path of traffic. 
 
Recent Plans 

No Plans this month as we had our Parish Council meeting later in July after the 
Bridge Magazine went to press. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Shapwick Acoustic Sessions 2025 

Great music. 

Great venue - Saxon church – St. Bartholomew's. 

Great acoustics. 

Great value - £10 on the door, £8 in advance. 

Pop-up bar.  Alcoholic, non-alcoholic drinks. 

Profits going to church refurbishment. 

For further details of past concerts and future dates see: 
https://www.facebook.com/ShapwickSessions/ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

New Life Church 
Sturminster Marshall 

Charismatic Church 

Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Memorial Hall 

All Welcome 

For more information go to: www.nlbcuk.com 
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David Allen: Manipulative Therapist 
(trained at The British School of Osteopathy). 

Treating back and neck problems, sports injuries and general aches and pains.  
Appointments available in evenings and at weekends. 
Tel No. 01258 858675.  Chapel Cottage, Shapwick, DT11 9LA, (opposite The 
Anchor).   
Quote The Bridge on your first appointment to get a £5 reduction. 
"I will be wearing a facemask throughout the whole consultation and treatment.  
As my treatment room is in my cottage where I am carer to my 90 year old mother 
who has diabetes Type 2, please wear a mask or have your face covered throughout 
the consultation". 
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 *STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

 
We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary  We pride 
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun 
and enjoy our game. 

The Club plays on the following days:- 
Monday afternoons   2.00pm – 5.00pm, 
Thursday evenings   6.15pm – 9.15pm, 
All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall. 

It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come 
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not 
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be 
worn on the mats. 

We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure 
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches. 

INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try. 
For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308. 

 

 

 

HIRE 

PAMPHILL PARISH HALL 

FOR YOUR EVENT 
Contact: Pip Chissell  

at 
pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com 

            

YOUR 
 

ADVERT 
 

COULD 
 

BE 
 

HERE 
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Parkfield Cottage is a fully 

furnished self-catering, cosy 

holiday cottage on the edge of the 

village. 

The cottage sleeps 2 adults and 2 

children plus cot and benefits from 

central heating, a woodburning 

stove, TV and fully fitted kitchen 

including microwave.  

Own secluded garden and patio plus 

off road parking. 

Weekly rates, short breaks or just 

overnight deals available. 

Open all year round.  Call us for 

more details. 

Parkfield Cottage 

1 Parkfield 

Newton Road 

Sturminster Marshall 

Mike and Karen Royles 

07887353118 

01258 857804 
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At our June meeting we had a fascinating talk by Simon Smith who 

managed 60 of High Barnet’s historic alms houses and is also an 

ambassador for the Alms House Association.  Simon’s talk was illustrated 

with a slideshow of many great examples of alms houses both in the UK 

and abroad. 
 

One of the aims of the WI is to educate women and Simon’s talk certainly 

provided us with new found knowledge about a form of community 

housing that is perhaps not as well-known as it should be. 
 

On Thursday 3
rd

 July we hosted a community event with a talk on staying 

safe online by Hannah Bird, Cyber Crime Protect and Prevention Officer 

with Dorset Police. It was well attended and we came away feeling better 

informed on protecting ourselves against cybercrime and all its forms. 
 

Our Summer Outing takes place on Thursday 21
st

 August and will be a visit 

to Compton Acres. 
 

We are always delighted to welcome new members and you don’t need 

to be a resident in Sturminster Marshall to be able to attend. 
 

For more information about SMEWI, please contact Christine Rainsford 

on 01258 857413. 
 

Or visit our website for more information: 

www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com 
 

Follow us on Facebook:  Sturminster Marshall Evening WI 

Karen West 
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HIGH SUMMER by Lys de Bray 

And today it really is!  So let's make the most of it in our various ways, remembering 

that this is England and our summers usually last from 10 a..m Tuesday until mid-day 

Saturday, plenty of time for surprised mosquitoes to wake up and go about their 

business of raising itchy lumps on hard- to-reach places.  Horses have the same 

problem, you often see them having a satisfying scratch on a bit of fence or a post 

that's in exactly the right place.  They've probably got their eyes half-closed - pure 

pleasure... 

Our beds and borders have suddenly sprung into full bloom.  I have a row of different-

coloured Buddejas on the bank opposite the kitchen window and I've been idly 

watching them grow taller and bushier with healthy-looking shoots that promise 

flowers.  Next week, maybe?  Today they are in full bloom, not surprising when it's as 

hot as it is right now.  I like Buddiejas.  I was a war-time child and even in those early 

times when I could name only a few of my mother's favourite flowers,  I liked them.  I 

thought them so brave, flowering as they did on the heaps of rubble that had been 

family homes. Those buddlejas were so determined to live and flower, so indomitable, 

and to me so indicative of the British war-time spirit.  There! I've done preaching, but 

think about it, if you will.  You can blame the preaching on the fact that last Sunday I 

had a birthday, which at my age always causes thoughts of mortality. Also gratitude... 

Buddlejas come in a nice range of colours, white, pink, pink-to- crimson, lilac to mauve, 

blue- purple, purple and deep violet, but I do wish they had a sweeter scent. Sadly, 

buddleja flowers smell strongly though not nicely of tom-cats in the prime of life and if 

you pick them for indoors, discerning visitors will sniff and say 'What is it I can smell?' 

and when you tell them, they usually say, 'Well, then, they're best left outside, aren't 

they?' 

No answer to that one. 

So, plant-breeders!  Get cracking and produce a really sweet-scented Buddleja. 

And, dear plant-breeders, I'm sorry if I've said anything to upset you in the past. 

You do have your (vital) place in the scheme of things. 

PS. Wonder if it's my nose that's at fault?  It's older by a year than it was in 2024... 
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D.W CRANE 

GENERAL BUILDER 
 

Over 20 years experience 
 

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork, 

 porches, driveways, 

conservatories, patios 

 and decking. 
 

Also: Internal & external decorating, 

 landscaping and 

gardens. 
 

Tel: 01258 454104 OR 07835 112802 
 

Professional & Reliable service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Coping with the heat? 

I expect that most of us have found the extremely hot days we have had 

this summer somewhat difficult to cope with. Not only during the day, but 

sleeping at night is almost impossible. And we are not the only living 

things on the planet that are finding climate change a challenge. Spring 

has been getting earlier for 30 years and more. ‘Is that a problem?’ I hear 

you say. Shorter winters might be nice! Unfortunately, there are many 

species of plants, insects, birds, fish and animals that are finding it a huge 

problem. Some species have been able to adapt to our changing climate 

but some are reaching the limits of the adaptability.  

Take the blue tit, for example: while raising 

young chicks, blue tits must find a staggering 

1,000 caterpillars each day. To satisfy the 

demanding appetite of their offspring, it is 

essential that parent birds time their breeding 

to coincide with the spring peak in caterpillar 

abundance. But warmer temperatures mean that oak trees leaf earlier, 

meaning that caterpillars may peak in numbers before young chicks have 

hatched, meaning many blue tit chicks could face starvation. Similar 

trends are affecting many of our best-loved woodland birds, from pied 

flycatchers to great tits. 

Are we too late to stop this disaster? Scientists predict that if we do 

nothing, by 2030 we will pass the point of no return. So we need to act 

now to avoid or limit some of the worst effects of climate change. 

Responding to climate change will involve a two-tier approach: Mitigation 

and Adaptation  

We can all do our bit. We can walk or use public transport, say ‘no’ to 

single-use plastic, reduce food waste and turn off electrical appliances 

when not in use. We can adapt our diet, buy local, use refillables and 

renewables, and grow vegetables and drought-tolerant plants in our 

gardens. Together we can save our planet. 
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Parish Directory 
 

The Parish of Kingston Lacy and Shapwick 

Rector:-Revd Canon Andrew Rowland  

   (The rector’s day off is Friday) 

   Email: rector@wimborneminster.org.uk 

01202 882340 

 

  
Organists:  contact Churchwarden  
  
Churchwarden Kingston Lacy: Rob Langdown 01202 841381 
   Email: Kl-cw@wimborneminster.org.uk  
Churchwarden Shapwick: Anne Tillin 01258 858208 
PCC Secretary: Margaret Langdown 01202 841381 
Treasurer: Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876 
Electoral Roll Officer: Janet Tory 01258 857531 
  
  

 
 

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church 
Vicar: Rev. Jane Williams         (Jane’s day of rest is usually Friday, 
sometimes Thursday and sometimes both) 

01258 858604 

   Email: janewilliamsrpc@outlook.com  
Red Post Benefice Clerk: Vicky Harrison King  
...Email: redpostbenefice@outlook.com  
Organists: contact Churchwarden  
Churchwarden: Katy Norman 07815 610595 
Churchwarden: Carol Johnson 07400 356901 
PCC Secretary: Liz York 01258 857528 
PCC Treasurer: Mr Edward Warren 01258 857467 
Verger: Vacant  
Captain of the ringers: Mr M. Stickley 01202 021895 
Electoral roll officer: Elaine Huntriss 07818 280800 
  
  

Schools 
Sturminster Marshall First School: Mrs N. Charman 01258 857348 
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school: Mrs Patsy Barnes 01258 858395 
Pamphill CE First School: Mr Michael Wheeler 01202 883008 
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977 
The Old School Shapwick Nursery: Ms. E. Praschma 01258 857922 
  

Police  
Police station (non emergency number) 101 
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Hall Bookings 
Old School, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. Val Brown  
          Contact by email only, please, to: hall.mackrell@outlook.com  
Memorial Hall, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. K. Kollberg 07729 712428 
          Email: sturhallbookings@gmail.com  
Pamphill Parish Hall: Mrs. Pip Chissell  
          Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com  

 
Councillors 

Dorset Councillor: Cllr. Mr Will Chakawhata  
          Email: cllwill.chakawhata@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Chair: Mrs Sonia Cade  
  
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Alison Clothier 
          Email: sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 

07469 780548 

Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair: Mr. Martin Underhill  
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Lindsay Hole 
          

 

 
For Sturminster Marshall 

Sturminster Marshall FC: Mr. D. Miller 01258 857314 
Church Preservation Trust: Philip Cubitt  
          Email philipcubit@btinrenet.com  
School Society: Liz Naulls (Co Chair)  
School Society: Amelia Atkins (Co Chair)  
          Email: schoolsociety@sturminstermarshall.sch.uk  
WI Evening Secretary: Ms. Lynn Tong 07500 444352 
Sports Association: Mr. R. Haysom 01258 857616 
Gardening Club: 01258 857118 
 01258 857800 
SturminsterMarshall Craft Club: Mrs. Barbara Beaves 01258 858404 
Brownies: Miss J. Hayter 01202 885309 
Guides: Mrs .L. Seare 07759 892965 
Henbury Residents' Association: Mr. M. Soper 01258 857647 
Homewatch Co-Ordinator: Mr. Adrian Holden 01258 858884 
Sturminster Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club: Mr. J. Case 

CaseCase  

01202 690718 
Sturminster Marshall Village History Website   07469 780548 
  
  

For Pamphill 
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club: Mr. R. Frost 01202 883084 
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club: Mr. S. Maine 07969 883814 
Pamphill Pre-School: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977 
  
  

For Shapwick  
S.C.T. (Village Green): Jez Bragg 07813 925681 
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